	Modal

	Valeur plus exemple

	
CAN/ CAN’T
	Capacité, savoir – faire
Ex. A domestic electrician can fix eveything in your house.
Permission : An electrician can do everything if he obeys safety rules.
Impossibilité : An electrician can’t fix two problems at the same time.


	
COULD/COULDN’T
	Suggestion : Tesla could stay awake all night to repair electric damages on ships.
Impossibilité dans le passé : Tesla couldn’t go on working at the end of his life because he suffered from a nervous breakdown.


	
MAY
	Permission : You may borrow my electric car.
Eventualité à 50 % : the electrician may fix it today but it is not certain because of the weather.


	
MIGHT
	Faible probabilité (env.30%)
Tesla might have succeeded when he was alive  but his destiny was against him.

	
MUST
	Obligation (ordre) : You must do your electricity homework ! 
Forte probabilité (env.90%) : Edison must be one of the best inventors in the world  since he patented more than 1083 inventions. 

	
MUSTN’T
	Interdiction : you mustn’t be late for your first day of work as an electrician !


	
NEEDN’T
	Absence d’obligation 
You needn’t do your last electricity internship, you had a particular training period  which lasted eight weeks. (Syn. Don’t have to).

	
OUGHT TO
	Conseil, obligation morale 
You ought to stop doing tuning instead of doing your electricity homework !


	
SHALL (I ou We)
	Suggestion 
Shall I study Tesla’s biography for my next test ?

	
SHOULD/HAD BETTER/WOULD RATHER
	Conseil 
You should work harder on Westinghouse if you want to have your English exam.
You’d better : tu ferais mieux de…
You’d rather : Tu devrais plutôt


	
WILL
	Prévision : Next month, you will have your first job as an electrician .

	
WOULD
	Condition : If I were rich, I would buy an electric Taycan.



